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SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS AND PUPILS’ ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT: 
OGBA-EGBEMA CASE STUDY 

Okoro, C. O. (Mrs.) 

Abstract 
This paper has tried to investigate the effect of socio-economic status on 
the academic achievement of pupils in primary schools in Ogba/Egbema 
(Rivers State) by grading their families into middle and lower socio-
economic classes. A total of two hundred primary three and five pupils 
were randomly sampled, data collected from their scores in English and 
Mathematics were analyzed using t- test statistics. The results showed no 
significant positive relationship between academic achievement of pupils 
from middle socio-economic level and those from the lower socio-
economic level. Recommendations were made. 

Introduction 

Many researchers have agreed that the socio-economic background of a child influences his 

academic performance as well as general education. Researchers (Douglas, 1967; Hok, 1970; and Udoh, 

1990) assert that child rearing practices and utilization of educational opportunities as well as how resources 

are organised in the family to meet the child’s need tend to differ between lower and middle social status. 

The family status produces different children, it is the things that surround the child in his home environment 

that will affect his performance in the school. Parental income is very relevant to a child’s education and 

academic performance, the ability to provide the school materials for the child as well as ensure economic 

security for the child, all depends on parental income. The income level of the parents also determine the type 

and quality of educationally stimulating gadgets in a home. It is obvious that parents from middle and upper 

class families are most likely to give more positive stimulus and motivation to their children than the poor. 

Another influencing factor in the academic performance of children is that of family size. Nisliet 

(1974), Fraiser (1973), Musgrave (1972), acknowledge that family size as a factor influencing academic 

performance of children, they are convinced that the larger the family size the lower the intelligence of its 

members. In other words if a family is too large, education of its members may be affected. Financially it is 

easy to provide for a few, secondly, family size also determines to a great extent the relative amount of 

physical attention and time which each child gets from the parents. 

Purpose Of The Study 

The socio-economic status of parents has generally been acclaimed to have affected academic 

performance of children. It is then necessary to empirically examine the possibility of this assertion using 

primary schools. Specifically, this study seeks to compare the academic performance of pupils from middle 

socio-economic families and those from lower socio-economic families and also find out the gender 

difference in academic performance of those from middle and lower socio-economic families. 

Hypothesis 

1. There is ho significant difference between the academic performance of pupils from middle socio-

economic families and those from lower socio-economic families. 

2. There is no significant difference between scores of male pupils from lower class families and female 

pupils from lower socio-economic families. 
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Methodology 

Primary three and five pupils in ten primary schools were selected through ballot method of random 

selection. Two hundred subjects were randomly selected. Ten pupils in each of the two classes (primary 3 

and 5) in each of the schools involved in the study were selected. 

Instrument Design 

Achievement test on Mathematics and English were developed to measure subject indices of 

achievement. The instrument was developed with strict adherence to the primary Mathematics and English 

syllabus. 

Analysis of Data 

The statistical approach used in the testing of the null hypothesis and their significance was mainly 
the t-test. The mean and standard deviation were computed and subjected to t-test for purpose of analysis, the 
scores of those from middle socio-economic families and those from lower socio-economic families. 

Presentation Of Date/Findings 

Hypothesis 1 

There is no significant difference between the academic performance of pupils from middle socio-

economic families and those from lower socio-economic families. 

Test Of Significance Between Maths/English Scores of Pupils Front Different Socio-Economic Levels. 

Table la Primary Three: 

 

• Not Significant at P .05 

The result above shows that there is no significant relationship between socio-economic status and academic 

achievementin English and Mathematics of primary III level. No difference was found between pupils from 

middle socio-economic status homes and those from lower socio-economic status homes. The obtained t-

value of 1.2634 and 0.6241 with a degree of freedom of 98 at 0.05 probability level were found not to be 

significant. Therefore the null hypothesis is retained. 
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Variables No. Subject Mean SD T. Value Critical 

Value 

DF 

Middle 

Socio- 

Economic 

39 English 54.7 22.05 1.2634 1.980  

Lower Sec 61 English 43.0 19.95 
   

Middle Sec 39 Maths 54.9 16.93 0.6241 1.980 98 

Lower Sec 61 Maths 50.9 14.38 
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The results in table lb above indicated that the calculated t-value 1.472 and 0.6374 with degree of 88 at 0.05 

probability level are not significant on the basis of these results there is no significant relationship between 

academic achievement and the socio-economic status of the pupils parents. The hypothesis is accepted. 

Hypothesis II 
There is no significant difference between male and female pupils from lower socio-economic 

families with respect to their scores in English and Mathematics. 
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Table lb Primary Five 
Variables No. Subject Mean SD T. Value Critical 

Value 

DF 

Middle 
Socio- 
Economic 

39 English 58.6 16.13 1.4743 1.980 98 

(sex) 

51 English 48.2 17.13 

   

Lower Sec        

Middle Sec 39 Maths 57.6 14.99 0.6 374 1.980 98 

Lower Sec 51 Maths 53.2 17.31 
   

 

Table 11a (Primary 111) 

T-Test For Significant Difference In English And Mathematics Achievement Between Male And 

Female From Lower Socio-Economic Families. 
Variables No. Subject Mean SD T. Value Critical 

Value 

DF 

Male Lower Sec 22 English 44.0 19.3 0.4848 2.021 45 

Female Lower Sec 25 u 50.0 20.6 

   

Male Lower Sec 23 Maths 57.0 13.0 0.1157 2.021 48 

Female Lower Sec 27 a 52.0 16.96 
   

* Not significant at P 0.05 
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The results in Table 2(a and d) indicated that the obtained t-value 0.4848 and 0.1 157 with a degree of 

freedom of 45 at 0.05 probability level (table 2a) and 1.1764 and 0.3086 with a degree of freedom of 49 at 

0.05 probability level are not significant on the basis of the results obtained for the combined data, the null 

hypothesis that there is no significant difference between male and female pupils from lower-socioeconomic 

families with respect to their scores in English and Mathematics is accepted. 

Findings/Conclusions 

Socio-economic status of parents does not have positive relationship with the academic achievement 

of the pupils frpm lower socio-economic homes compete on equal terms with those from middle socio-

economic homes in Oba-Egbema, this may be attributed to the fact that most the junior oil company workers 

fall within the middle socio-eonomic class whose academic standard are low they may therefore lack the 

necessary awareness for enriching their home environment academically. There is then no significant 

difference in the home environment with respect to intellectual development. The children from both socio-

economic classes thus operate at the same level of academic motivation and preparation, thus affecting 

performance adversely. This lenads support to Avwagwarwe (1979) who discovered that family background 

affects the child negatively if the parents could not provide him with al necessary materials and incentives for 

academic performance. 

However, from the academic point of view the situation is not better in middle class homes. Quite a 

number of parents from middle socio-economic class in this area of research and because of their relatively 

high income marry many wives and keep many concubines consequently have large family size. Many 

researchers (Nishet 1974), Fraiser 1973, Musgrave 1973 and Udoh 1990) acknowledge large family size as 

one of the factors of family environment that influence academic performance of children, the larger the 

family size, the lower the intelligence of the members. This means that children from these homes do not 

receive the academic support which would have been expected from such financially well- to-do families, 

hence the absence of academic superiority of such children over those from poor homes. 

Recommendation 

The government should perceive effect in supervision of primary schools in Ogba-Egbema-Ndoni 

Local Government. Parents should realise the importance of enriching their homes with educational materials 

that will help their children. 

There is need for public enlightenment to parents concerning the effect of polygamy and large 

family size. I strongly advocate the inclusion of Population/Family Life education in our secondary school 

curriculum. 

Conclusion 

The result of this finding is an indicator that failure of children from middle socio-economic homes 

to excel academically more than children from lower socio-economic homes show lapses on parts of parents 

who have the means. 
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Table 11b (Primary Five) 
Variables No Subject Mean SD T. Value Critical 

Value 

DF 

Lower Sec M 29 English 46.1 24.33 1.1764 2.021 49 

Lower Sec E 22 
 

59.3 13.14 
   

Lower Sec M 27 Maths 54.9 16.58 0.3086 
2.000 60 

Lower Sec F 35 « 58.7 14.97 
   

• Not Significant at P.05 
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